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Upcoming Programs
7/15 Dominick Chirichillo-Wine Maker
7/22 Roslyn Donald-San Mateo Library
7/29 Steve Popell-Collaborative Law Practice
8/05 DG Holly Axtell

$$ FINEMASTERS $$
July 15    Chris Edwards
July 22    TBA
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made his own wine before, he made 
two barrels that year.

“I didnʼt use any yeast or anything. I 
made just natural wine,” he says.

He soon found he had a knack for 
it, and when he began entering local 
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Bacchus Winemaking Club founder, 
Dominick Chirichillo, says his 
earliest memory is of crushing 
grapes.  “When I was 2 or 3 years 
old, I was fighting with my cousins 
to get ahold of the screw press,” he 
says.

Chirichilloʼs grandfather on Staten 
Island, N.Y., made eight barrels 
of wine every year, usually from 
Barbera and Petite Sirah grapes 
he ordered from California. When 
Chirichillo grew up, he became a 
real estate broker and developer, 
opening his own business in 1977. 
His grandfather died in 1987, and 
Chirichillo inherited the crusher and 
screw press. Though he had never 

Guest Speaker to be Dominick Chirichillo
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UPCOMING EVENTS
 Summer 2005 Activities

Jul 17      Walk for Life Pancake Breakfast

Jul 20          Membership Social 5-7pm
       Location TBA

Aug 3          Membership Social 5-7pm
       Location TBA
Aug 17          Membership Social 5-7pm
       Location TBA
Aug 21      San Carlos & Belmont 
       BBQ at Jim McGovern’s

Fall 2005 Activities

Oct 08      Walking for Ben    
       (Sponsored by Rotary   
       District #5150)

Oct 15      Mystery Night

THE SECRETARY’S  KIOSK amateur winemaking competitions, 
he won several gold medals.

In 1996, Chirichillo opened the first 
Bacchus School of Winemaking in 
Toms River, N.J. In 1999, he started 
franchising, and there are now four 
Bacchus schools in New Jersey.

Chirichilloʼs biggest challenge was 
getting grapes. In 1997 he and 
his family -- wife Gloria and sons 
Nicholas and Matthew -- moved to 
Half Moon Bay so Chirichillo could 
drive to speak to growers, rather 
than fly. He began coast-to-coast 
commuting, flying back to New Jersey 
every year for crush season.

This year, Chirichillo will spend most 
of the harvest in San Carlos. With a 
slightly different name for the West 
Coast, the Bacchus Winemaking Club 
moved into a former label printing 
plant in June, 2004 and is still a work 
in progress. Chirichillo eventually 
plans to create a restaurant and club 
room.
San Carlos Rotary met at Bacchus for 
several weeks earlier this year.- Ed. Rotary International District 5150 

 http://www.rotary5150.org
Rotary Club of San Carlos
 http://www.rotarysancarlosusa.org
Online Make-up 

 http://www.rotaryeclubone.org
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jim.stevens@earthlink.net

 (650) 595-0924 tel./(650) 631-9797 fax
Submission deadline: Wednesday @ noon

    Club Anniversaries
None this week

Happy Birthday!
None this week

Spotlight on: District President Holly Axtell
Part 2 of 2 (continued from last week)

Before Rotary became a full-time 
profession, Holly was in Human 
Resources with the Federal 
Government managing multi-state or 
nationwide career programs.  

Her background is in training and 
in employment issues.  This has 
included management selection and 
development, outplacement, career 
planning, executive selection, and 
employee development.  

One of her more interesting projects 
was opening and managing 42 
outplacement offices across the United 
States for the Internal Revenue Service 
during a period of downsizing.  

Keith and Holly have two adult 
children, Jon and Andrea, and a 10 
year old granddaughter, Zoe.  They are 
fortunate that the whole family lives 
nearby.

Pancake Breakfast Call

On July 17th in the very early morning  
(5:00 AM to 8:30 AM)  we will be 
cooking breakfast for the walkers that 
are participating in the Cancer Relay 
for Life event at Carlmont High School.  

This event is a community service and 
a humanitarian event as we donate our 
time and food to the people that walk 
all night long to raise money for the 
American Cancer Society. 

 If you would like to help with the 
breakfast, that would be great.  I need 
about ten people from 4:30 AM to 9:00 
AM on the morning of July 17th 2005.  

If you would like to help please call me 
650-867-9642 or e-mail me at 
<astro@astreet.com>

Thanks

Bob Gutgsell


