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Upcoming Programs
08/04 TBA
08/11 TBA

$$ FINEMASTERS $$ 
Aug 04 Fred Marcussen
Aug 11 Bob Watkins

R
O

TA
RY

 C
LU

B
 O

F SA
N

 C
A

R
LO

S, C
A

LIFO
R

N
IA

, U
.S.A

. C
H

A
RTER

ED
 1949 - C

LU
B

 406 - D
ISTR

IC
T 5150

Printed by Service Press Printing

from Amman, Jordan, to the United 
States for therapy.

The club was able to raise 280,000 
air miles and purchase two first-
class tickets — a retail value of 
US$14,000. “We wanted her to be 
comfortable,” says club member 
Thomas Miller, “and for cultural 
reasons, she could not travel alone.”
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By Tonya Weger
Rotary International News
    
Rotarians in the United States and 
Jordan united to make a 27-year-
old Iraqi woman’s chances for a 
better future soar.

Hana’a Thigeel lost the use of 
her legs after being struck by an 
Improvised Explosive Devise 
(IED) while on her honeymoon 
in Iraq. Unable to receive 
therapy in Iraq for her injuries, 
she needed to seek alternatives. 
That’s when the Rotary Club of 
Greeley (Centennial), Colorado, 
USA, offered to help. Using the 
United Airlines Charity Miles 
Program, the club flew Thigeel 

Donated miles help Iraqi woman’s dreams soar
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Continued on next page
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Summer 2006 

Aug 16 Rotary Social Hour 5-7
  @ Town (formerly A Tavola)

Fall 2006
Sep  05 Board Mtg. at Jim 
  McGovern’s Office

Sep 06  Rotary Social Hour 5-7
  @ Town (formerly A Tavola)

Sept 10          Rotary BBQ @ Jim and 
       Claire McGovern’s Home

Sep 20  Rotary Social Hour 5-7
  @ Town (formerly A Tavola)

Sep 30      Mystery Trip??
       See Jeri PDQ!!
Oct 14      Walking for Ben

THE SECRETARY’S  KIOSK Thigeel lost everything but her 
life when the IED detonated 
two years ago. She was newly 
married with a promising career 
as an assistant to the professor of 
veterinary medicine at Baghdad 
University. But that fateful day left 
her a widow and without means of 
support.

“ Baghdad University is not 
handicap accessible,” explains 
Hope Cassidy, a Greeley club 
member and director of the Greeley 
Center for Independence where 
Thigeel receives treatment.

Therapists at the Colorado facility 
are donating services through 
November when her visa expires, 
working to maximize Thigeel’s 
muscle tone in the lower body 
while healing the emotional 
wounds she suffered.

She also works with Paula Cowen, 
a disabled veterinarian employed 

by the United States Department 
of Agriculture. “Paula met Hana’a 
while in Iraq and told us of her 
story,” Miller says. “She has since 
mentored Hana’a.”

In addition to raising the air miles, 
Rotary club members found 
an apartment neighboring the 
rehabilitation center for Thigeel, 
and they donated enough items 
to furnish the two-bedroom 
handicap-accessible apartment. 
“Everyone has made me feel like I 
am in my home” Thigeel says. “I 
feel safe here.”

Rotarians have set their sights on 
doing even more to help Thigeel. 
Cassidy said the club hopes to 
do what it can to help Thigeel 
extend her stay so that she can 
pursue her interest in furthering 
her veterinary medicine education 
in the U.S.

Thigeel is happy for the 
opportunity Rotary has given her. 
“This is my life, my destiny,” she 
explains. “And I want to face it.”

www.rotary.org
Rotary International District 5150 
 http://www.rotary5150.org
Rotary Club of San Carlos (Try it. You’ll like it!!!)
 http://www.sancarlosrotaryusa.org
Online Make-up 

 http://www.rotaryeclubone.org
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jim.stevens@earthlink.net

 (650) 595-0924 tel./(650) 631-9797 fax
Submission deadline: Wednesday @ noon

  Birthdays
 August 3 Jim Fahnestock
 August 8 John Watkins

Club Anniversaries
None this Week

Notice from Club Secretary

I have been instructed by the 
Board to inform you of the 

results of the recent vote for 
our luncheon venue. By an over-
whelming majority (4 times the 
next highest vote-getter) you 
have elected to move to the 

Adult Community Center (ACC) 
at 601 Chestnut Street in San 

Carlos.

We will start on a permanent 
basis on Aug. 18th. The weekly 
charge will be $22.00. There 
has been a discussion about 

trying several caterers.

Your regular attendance is 
requested and greatly appre-
ciated as we end our stay at 

the Vans and begin at the ACC. 
Let’s make our move back into 
San Carlos a joyous occasion. 

Be there or be square!

Yours in Rotary,
Stuart JohnsonQuote for the Week

“I am prepared to meet my Maker. 
Whether my Maker is prepared for the 
great ordeal of meeting me is another 
matter.”
Sir Winston Churchill, on the eve of 
his 75th birthday


