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05/12 Not available at press time
05/19 Dr. Geoffrey Briggs NASA Mars

$$ FINEMASTERS $$ 
May 12 Ted Reynolds
May 19 Kim Rumsey
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moment when I realized 
just how many people lost 
everything.”

If you followed any of the media 
coverage of Hurricane Katrina, 
you likely heard Gapinski 
explain his plan to drain the 
flooded city. But what you 
probably didnʼt know is that 
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Reprinted from The Rotatian Magazine, 
May 2006
Balancing atop a fractured New 
Orleans floodwall in green 
and black fatigues, U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers Colonel 
Duane Gapinski spots a man 
picking through a wrecked 
home nearby.

He tells Gapinski that his mom 
lived there for 58 years, and 
heʼs trying to find some of her 
belongings to give her closure.

But there was nothing.

“Iʼll always remember that,” 
Gapinski says. “It was the 
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Spring 2006 Activities

May 21 Hometown Days Fun Run   
  & Pancake Breakfast

Summer 2006 (& Beyond) Activities
Jun 06 Board Meeting
  (Jim McGovern’s office)
Jun 11-14 2006 Rotary International   
  Convention in Malmö,   
  Sweden, and Copenhagen,  
  Denmark
Jun 24      Installation/Debunking @
       Stanford Park Hotel 
       Menlo Park, California
Jul 21      District Governor Mark  
       Flegel to visit SC Rotary
Sept 10          Rotary BBQ @ The   
       McGovern’s
Oct 13      Walking for Ben

THE SECRETARY’S  KIOSK Gapinski is a member of the 
Rotary Club of the Iowa Quad-
Cities (Davenport/Bettendorf), 
Iowa, USA.

With 80 percent of New Orleans 
flooded and with water up to 
the rooftops in some areas, 
Gapinskiʼs team faced an 
enormous task. They focused 
on repairing New Orleansʼ 
existing water pumps before 
systematically draining the city. 
Because many of these pumps 
were flooded or damaged, 
the team also used handheld 
pumps, initially powered by 
generators, to force the murky 
water into the nearby lakes and 
bayous.

“The water just stunk. It was 
all that decomposition going 
on,” says Gapinski, adding that 

the team aerated the water so 
plants and animals could live 
in it again.

It took seven weeks to drain 
the city. “In week one, you 
couldnʼt do all the things you 
take for granted,” Gapinski 
says. “By the time we left, you 
could drive almost anywhere.”
Gapinski has since returned 
to his post as commander of 
the Rock Island District for 
the Corps of Engineers. He 
plans to retire in July and 
enter the civilian workforce. 
But his heroism has not gone 
unrecognized. In January, 
Engineering News-Record 
magazine named him one 
of the top 25 newsmakers 
of 2005 in the construction 
industry.

“I never, ever thought Iʼd do 
something like this,” says 
Gapinski. “I just hope no one 
ever has to again.”

Rotary International District 5150 
 http://www.rotary5150.org
Rotary Club of San Carlos (Try it. You’ll like it!!!)
 http://www.sancarlosrotaryusa.org
Online Make-up 

 http://www.rotaryeclubone.org
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  Birthdays
None this Week

Club Anniversaries
May 16, 1997 Jim Stevens

The Rotary Club of San Carlos
Presents The Annual 

Debunking & Installation Dinner Dance
Honoring

President Mark Burket
&

President-Elect Claire Earley

It’s a Black and White Ball... so wear black 
and white!

Saturday, June 24, 2006 
Stanford Park Hotel

100 El Camino Real, Menlo Park
Cocktails 6pm
Dinner 7pm 

RSVP by June 10th

Black Tie
$50.00 per person    

Carrick Sears, 551 Walnut Street #7 
San Carlos 94070 

650.631.0799 or carrick@carrick.comQuote for the Week
“I am always doing that which I can 
not do, in order that I may learn 
how to do it.”
Pablo Picasso, Spanish Cubist 
painter (1881 - 1973)


